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SUSTAINABLE TOKEN: SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT IN 
THE NEXT GENERATION OF DISTRIBUTED LEDGER 
TECHNOLOGY FOR THE BENEFIT OF FUTURE 
GENERATIONS AND THE ENVIRONMENT  

Sustainable Development is development that meets the needs of the present without 

compromising the ability of future generations to meet their own needs.  UN, Our 

Common Future Report, 1987.  

 

 “ It's all about people wanting to see, feel and touch the fact s 

for themselves before believing what the company says, and 

blockchain allows that to happen.”  Sustainable Platform 

 

“What a great resource! Keep up the great 

work!” United Nations on the Sustainable 

Platform 

 

 

  “The Sustainable Platform offers 

transparency” Self Managed Super Magazine 

 

 

 

The modern world has an overload of information. We have a multi-layered platform to 

allow customers to understand ecological impact of products and companies; and 

investors to understand social and environmental criteria that matters for sustainable 

development objectives and financial risk. 
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

More than $200 trillion worth of investor assets are invested globally without 

social or environmental criteria taken into account. A further $87 trillion 

worth of investor assets have signed up to the Principles of Responsible 

Investment, who have agreed to use Environmental, Social and Governance 

(ESG) data. While financial information on companies is regularly reported 

and widely available, access to these non-financial data, is costly, not 

provided regularly or in a consistent format, and is often not material for 

sustainable development.  

To meet sustainable development objectives, including sustainable 

development goals and allow access to social and environmental criteria for 

investors and in procurement, much more transparency on the sustainability 

level of companies is needed.  

In 2017 The Sustainable Platform (www.sustainableplatform.com) was made 

public. The interest in the data was overwhelming: in the first 6-months of 

operation the data and insights gained were used by asset owners with more 

than $1.3 trillion under management to announce the redirection of more 

than $150 billion in investments. 

In addition to investors requiring transparent access to sustainability 

information on public companies, much of the world’s investments and trade 

are among private companies that have little incentive and no regulatory 

requirements to provide environmental or social data in an accurate format. 

The annual sustainable products and services opportunity to meet UN 

sustainable development initiatives is estimated to be $77 trillion in goods 

and services transactions. This is based on global sales in in basic needs. To 

understand why we focus on basic needs please see official definition of 

sustainable development here:  

“Sustainable Development is development that meets the needs of the 

present without compromising the ability of future generations to meet their 

own needs.” UN, Our Common Future Report, 1987, see http://www.un-

documents.net/ocf-02.htm.  

These basic needs include clothing, energy, knowledge and education, 

housing, transport, and energy etc. The list is below:  

 

A distributed ledger offers the opportunity for sustainable investments and 

trade to increase as sustainable companies are added to the Sustainable 

http://www.sustainableplatform.com/
http://www.un-documents.net/ocf-02.htm
http://www.un-documents.net/ocf-02.htm
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Platform. Private companies can join the Sustainable Platform and once 

authenticated purchase goods from other Sustainable Platform listed 

companies. For the first time authenticating the sustainability level of a 

supply chain from beginning to end use becomes possible.  

By using these tokens environmental and social good is enabled 

automatically and transparently at low cost using minimal energy. By 

getting paid in Sustainable Tokens for goods and services, companies 

can see that they meet important sustainable procurement criteria.  

 

THE CHALLENGES 

1. Transparency and Authenticity of Sustainability Information 

Based on total investable assets and signatories to the UN Principles of 

Sustainable Investment and Sustainable Insurance we estimate that more 

than $200 trillion worth of investor assets are invested globally without social 

or environmental criteria (sustainability criteria) considered. $87 trillion worth 

of investor assets have signed up to the Principles of Responsible Investment. 

These investors have agreed to have policies regarding the use 

Environmental, Social and Governance (ESG) data. However, even where 

policies are implemented appropriately, ESG data does not necessarily align 

to the original definition of sustainable development, nor does it correlate to 

company performance. Furthermore, access to these data is costly. 

To meet sustainable development objectives, including sustainable 

development goals, and allow access to social and environmental criteria for 

investors, much more transparency on the sustainability level of companies is 

needed.  

2. Promoting Sustainable Companies Using Sustainable Tokens 

To do good with money, no matter how it is earned or for what purpose it is 

spent (supply chain requirements), typically requires donations to 

foundations and charities.  

One historical exception to the agnostic nature of the financial world is the 

trade in diamonds. The trade in ethical diamonds, which are inscribed upon 

as such, trade at a higher value than “conflict diamonds” (Forbes, 2017). An 

example of a sustainable blockchain token is POWR by Power Ledger which 

enables peer-to-peer electricity trading and promotes renewable energy in 

preference to fossil fuel generated power, leading to intrinsic good through its 

use.  

https://www.forbes.com/sites/jemmagreen/2017/08/20/blockchains-diamonds-and-the-new-transparency/#5cca33426a6c
https://coinmarketcap.com/currencies/power-ledger/
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To date no mechanism exists for delivering automated “good” through use of 

a distributed ledger token. Evidence from the conflict diamond and Power 

Ledger cases, as well as the amount of donations made globally to various 

causes, suggests that people will pay a premium for the knowledge and 

positive externalities of doing good through what they purchase. It would be 

highly beneficial to provide a mechanism to embed a sustainable future for 

others, ourselves, the environment and future generations into our use of 

goods and services. This becomes a possibility with the Sustainable Token. 

 

 

VISION  

MOVING THE WORLD FASTER TOWARDS TRUE SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT  

 

OBJECTIVES 

- Increase transparency and availability of sustainability information by: 

o promoting registration of private companies to Sustainable Platform. 

o promoting asset owners to use the Sustainable Platform. 

- Encourage companies to act sustainably, transparently and ethically. 

- Immutable information on sustainable companies in distributed ledger technology 

for investors and procurement. 

- Facilitate and increase sustainable development and trade. 

- Provide a contribution towards authentic and measurable sustainable 

development goals. 
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SOLUTION TO CHALLENGES 

1. Sustainable Platform 

 

THE WORLD’S  
LARGEST SUSTAINABLE 
COMPANY DATABASE.  

“What a great resource!” - United Nations  

 
Sustainable Platform is the world’s largest database (15,000+) of company 
contribution to sustainable development goals.  

We connect sustainable businesses with socially conscious investors to amplify and 
accelerate the amount of good being done in the world.  

 

We keep it real by aligning ourselves as close as possible to the true definition of 
Sustainable Development– 

 

“Sustainable development is (as defined by the United Nations in 1987) development 
that meets the needs  of the present without compromising the ability of future 
generations to meet their own needs .”  Brundtland Commission, Our Common Future.  

 

The Sustainable Platform provides a simple portal for private and public 

companies to offer accurate and verifiable data on social and environmental 

criteria that matters to sustainable development. This answers the first 

challenge in identifying truly sustainable companies, based on the 

Brundtland Commission’s original definition of sustainable development. 

Sustainableplatform.com provides authentic and independently verified sustainability 

information closely aligned with the original definition of sustainable development.  

 “Promoting an improved information infrastructure— the knowledge base used by 

people and firms to manage their financial affairs—is not only good policy but also 

good economics. According to economic theory, information that is freely available is 

a public good, which tends to be undersupplied by the private sector. Moreover, the 

lack of information can have systemic effects, a negative externality that government 

should try to prevent. Strengthening the information infrastructure would have a 
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fundamental impact in altering the social contagion and information cascades that 

underlie the formation of speculative bubbles.” Shiller 20081 

The Sustainable Platform (www.sustainableplatform.com) was launched in 2017. In 

its first 6 months of operation it was used by asset owners with more than $1.3 

trillion under management. It is estimated that more than $300 billion in investments 

will be redirected towards sustainable companies because of asset owners using the 

data available on Sustainable Platform. 

The Platform also allows our team to enhance software-driven gathering of company 

data and to test and report on anomalies between Sustainable Platform and other 

publicly available information.   

To meet UN sustainable development initiatives, it is estimated that $77 trillion need 

to be traded sustainably every year. This provides enormous opportunity in these 

products and services, which include basic needs such as clothing, energy, 

knowledge and education, housing, transport, and energy related products:  

 

 

 

2. Sustainable Token proposed 

Key aspect and differentiation. To incorporate true sustainability agenda through 

every exchange in the marketplace, Sustainable Token in distributed ledger 

technology (DLT) is being developed by the Sustainable Platform team. Sustainable 

Token is proposing to build sustainability verification into transactions between 

companies.  

Technology and mechanism. Sustainable Tokens will use distributed ledger 

technology to maintain transaction records on a network of computers without the 

need for central oversight as each computer in the network needs to agree on the 

validity of new transactions. Sustainable tokens will use the Directed Acyclic Graph 

(DAG) structure and consensus method. Unlike proof-of-work based blockchain 

ledgers this technology does not require mining. 

No Mining. There would be no mining for Sustainable Token, which aligns with the 

sustainability goals of the Platform. Mining uses energy and favours those with 

sophisticated hardware or better mining technology, instead of encouraging low 

energy use and sustainable principles. The Sustainable Token is designed to facilitate 

real time traceable transactions of basic needs, rather than as a store of value. 

Use: STOKE and SUSTX. Companies registered in Sustainable Platform can use 

Sustainable Token to purchase goods and services from other companies in the 

network that are verified according to strict regulatory criteria. A sustainable 

                                                   
1 Shiller, RJ (2008) The Subprime Solution: How Today's Global Financial Crisis Happened, and What to Do 
about It. Princeton University Press 

http://www.sustainableplatform.com/
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exchange token may be offered subject to strict KYC and regulatory compliance that 

will be reviewed considering legal and cost restrictions in due course. 

Issuance. Companies that meet transparent sustainability criteria provided on the 

Sustainable Platform pay for certification and verification of their credentials. 

77T Sustainable Token are planned to be available, based on the $77T estimate 

value transactions for products and services needed to meet sustainable 

development goals annually. The very high number of Sustainable Tokens are 

created because Sustainable Tokens are not intended as a security. Sustainable 

Tokens are planned for release when a significant number of companies join the 

sustainable trade network and regulatory features are in place. In addition they are 

expected to work best when the volume of transactions is large relative to the 

individual transaction size (e.g. as in a B2B system with multiple businesses).  

Issuance framework and rules/requirements. Companies registered on the 

Sustainable Platform would be assigned sustainability level based on sustainability 

criteria within the Platform which is verified. This level then determines the type of 

Sustainable Token Wallet issued to the company.  

 

Sustainable Token Wallets: multi-token and multi-currency opportunity with other 

sustainable tokens would be allowed. There would be a list of tokens assessed to be 

sustainable. For example, Bitcoin (BTC) would not meet sustainability criteria due to 

its energy use however Power Ledger (POWR) or IOTA may depending on certain 

social equity criteria such as executive to worker pay, tax paid and other key metrics. 

This concept will be explored further in the next section. 

Other requirements are likely to include: 

- Companies in the network would need to authenticate via smart contract that 

they accept Sustainable Token for their goods and services (on a fixed $ for 

Token basis to deliver price stability); 

- Recognising the value of existing government and financial systems, sustainable 

companies and their employees would need to meet ID requirements. 

Promoting sustainability. The Sustainable Token promotes sustainability in the 

following ways: 

- Sustainable trade and level of transparency via decentralized records increases as 

sustainable companies and products and services are added.  

- Supply chain: For B2B transactions using distributed ledger technology (DLT): 

Sustainable Token can improve supply chain transparency and sourcing 

credentials without needing extensive reporting and research on new suppliers.  
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- It also creates additional transparency with regards to product stewardship. For 

example, a company can sell its products to another company that meets key 

criteria, with due regard to what it uses the materials for. 

VALUE. Value is created as those outside the network of companies meeting 

sustainable development criteria would have to pay a premium to access discounts 

that member companies provide for each other and their employees.  

A benefit for these companies being that clean supply chain criteria is met. 

Sustainable Token would have a prefix that records the company where the tokens 

were generated and can be traded between sustainable businesses, which helps to 

reduce supply chain risks, and can be traded with consumers.  

Feedback to Sustainable Platform. The Sustainable Token model proposed would 

increase the number of asset owners subscribing and bring companies on board to 

register and authenticate their information as well as increase the network of 

companies using the Tokens.  

Further contribution to sustainable development.  

- A part of every transaction could be transferred to further develop the 

environmental and social information of companies online (Sustainable Platform),  

- A proportion of fees from goods and services purchases would go to new 

sustainable development initiatives, with a varying percentage from their profits 

reinjected back into the pool for future initiatives. This encourages growth and a 

drive for sustainable investment (an initiative of joining the group). Users could 

nominate and vote on which initiatives to fund. 

- A portion of each transaction transparently transferred to pay for important social 

or environmental causes such as reforestation or cleaning plastic from the ocean. 

Future development. We envisage that the Sustainable Platform can evolve over 

time to add new Sustainable Token that focus on Sustainable Development goals or 

themes. For example, Sustainable Token meeting gender equity criteria, Sustainable 

Token for companies that reduce carbon emissions through reforestation, and 

Sustainable Token paid to companies that track sustainably grown food from the 

source.  

In summary, our goals for Sustainable Token: 

- For Sustainable Token transactions to create, facilitate and increase authentically 

sustainable trade. 

- Level of transparency via decentralised records increases as sustainable 

companies and products and services are added leading to more informed choices 

by customers.  

- Increasing the usefulness of the tokens by adding sustainable companies within 

the network.  
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- Business to business clean supply chain promoted and enhanced through use of 

Sustainable Token leading to low-cost automation of sustainability reporting 

requirements. 

 

Benefits for sustainable platform companies when using Sustainable Token  

- Any company using Sustainable Token to buy and sell products is immediately 

capable of being recognized as a Sustainable company by some of the world’s 

largest asset owners who already use the platform to analyse investment 

opportunities, ESG information and sustainability risk.  

- By getting paid in Sustainable Token for goods and services, companies 

automatically meet important supply chain criteria.  

- Companies that meet sustainability criteria, as well as their employees benefit by 

their unique ability to receive a discount for products and services provided by 

other sustainable companies. 

 

Sustainable Token Wallets  

- Building Sustainable Wallets technology allowing other sustainable tokens to be 

accepted and used under the same terms as the Sustainable Token. E.g. 

discounts for “Ultimate” sustainable company wallet holders. 

- Wallets with higher company sustainability criteria would be structured to allow 

discounted purchases of Sustainable Token, encouraging companies to enhance 

the level of their own contribution towards sustainable development. 
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Benefit:     5%                                  6%     7%              10%+ 

 

 

SUSTAINABILITY CRITERIA  

(these criteria are subject to change however all information will be publicly available and 

consolidated to be made publicly as part of the project on www.sustainableplatform.com and 

all companies with be given require allocated time to adapt to new policy to maintain their 

grade) 

1. Company does not produce genetically modified food, does not provide materials 

or products and services for weapons manufacturing, and does not manufacture 

diesel or petrol vehicles. 

2. Company CEO base salary including allowances are not more than 30x the 

median wage in the country in which the company is headquartered.  

3. The company paid 10% or more of its gross profit in tax in the company’s last 

financial year in each location where the company operated.  

4. Company has no more than 2 corporate violations or fines in the past 5 years. 
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5. Company has no more than 2 environmental violations or fines in the past 5 

years. 

6. Company has equal pay between genders within the same positions. 

 

Note that if Items 1 and one of any other cr iteria is met, employees get a 5% discount 
(si lver wallet). For each additional cr iteria met employees receive higher grade wallets 
increase. If 5 additional criteria are met the employee receives an Ultimate Wallet  which 
entitles its holder to receive a 10% discount on products and services offered by Sustainable 
Token holders. By matching transparent company information with the blockchain at the time 
of generation, the miner wil l receive whichever amount of STOKE the company is entitled to 
receive. As the breadth of information on the Sustainable Platform increases, other cr iteria 
may be added.  

 

Value proposition examples   

- Sustainable Token allow companies to deliver on their stakeholder promises and 

employees are engaged and incentivized to participate to access the most 

sustainable products and services. 

- Insurance companies requesting payments in Sustainable Token reduce carbon in 

the atmosphere and vehicle pollution affecting health and their insurance 

payouts.  

- By encouraging investment and sustainable products and services, including 

reducing incentives for petrol and diesel cars, Sustainable Token users reduce the 

impact on health systems.  

- The UN (or another chosen organization contributing to sustainable development) 

can receive donations transparently and securely with little to no transaction fees. 

- Up to a 10% discount on products and services for employees of sustainable 

companies. 

- Business to business clean supply chain verified through purchases of sustainable 

tokens and discounts for companies that have positive externalities. 

 

Plans 

See www.sustainabletoken.io for updated plan information. 

 

 

http://www.sustainabletoken.io/
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How to Participate 

 

Companies wishing to participate must agree to provide transparent and publicly 

available sustainabilty information: www.sustainableplatform.com/join  

 

There are risks associated with participating. Please see www.sustainabletoken.io for 

terms and conditions and a list of risks. 

 

 

MEDIA 

 

 

TEAM 

We are a team of scientists and sustainability experts based in Western Australia. 

Our objective is to move the world faster towards true sustainable development 

(using original definition) by using distributed ledger technology to enable investor 

access to transparent, distributed, authentic and immutable sustainability information 

that is important for the environment and society. 

- Mark Andrich. PhD in sustainability, BEng.(Hons), BCom. F.R.S.A.  

- James Tainton, Information Transparency Specialist. 

- Phil Schrader. PhD in Pure Maths. Research development lead.  

http://www.sustainableplatform.com/join
http://www.sustainabletoken.io/
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- Anna Andrich. BSci (Econs), MBA. Former Government IT program director. 

Project Director.  

- Ms. Kristian Bandy, Financial Analyst, Commercial Intelligence and Compliance. 

- Ria Kristiana. PhD in sustainability. Sustainability information & research. 

- Anton Savill. Computer Science, Former President of UWA Computer Science 

Student Association. 

- Paisley Madison, Marketing & Sales. Bachelor Communications & Philosophy. 

Masters in Marketing.  

- Peylin Ng. Mechanical engineering & computer science. Analyst. 

 

BOARD OF ADVISORS  

- Prof. Jorg Imberger, Winner of Stockholm Water Prize. Most distinguished alumni, 

Univ. of California, Berkeley. Sustainability and academic advisor. 

- Allan Drake-Brockman, former Head Partner, DLA Piper, Human Relations Legal 

Advisor. 

- Luke Vedelago, Software Sales Executive. Software Development and Sales 

Advisor. 
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IMPORTANT INFORMATION & DISCLAIMER  

Unless specified otherwise by Sustainable Platform Pty Ltd (“Sustainable 

Platform”) (Australian Company Number - ACN 623 147 759), the products 

mentioned including Sustainable Tokens, STOKE, SUSTX and Sustainable Silver, 

Gold, Platinum and Ultimate Wallets are still in testing and development and 

information is subject to change.  

The statements contained herein may contain certain forward-looking 

statements relating to the Sustainable Platform and Sustainable Tokens that are 

based on the beliefs of the management as well as assumptions made by and 

information currently available to management. These forward-looking 

statements are, by their nature, subject to significant risks and uncertainties. 

These forward-looking statements include, without limitation, statements 

relating to the Group’s business prospects, future developments, trends and 

conditions in the industry and geographical markets in which the Sustainable 

Platform operates, its strategies, plans, objectives and goals, its ability to control 

costs, statements relating to prices, volumes, operations, margins, overall 

market trends, risk management and exchange rates. 

http://offshoremechanics.asmedigitalcollection.asme.org/article.aspx?articleid=1454859
http://offshoremechanics.asmedigitalcollection.asme.org/article.aspx?articleid=1454859
http://www.aimsciences.org/article/doi/10.3934/jgm.2016006
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0362546X14003952
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0362546X11007152?via%3Dihub
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0362546X11007152?via%3Dihub
https://au.linkedin.com/in/allan-drake-brockman-89051416
http://bennettandco.com.au/
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When used in the Whitepaper, the words “anticipate”, “believe”, “could”, 

“estimate”, “expect”, “going forward”, “intend”, “may”, “will”, “plan”, “project”, 

“are likely to”, “should”, “would” and similar expressions are intended to identify 

forward-looking statements. These forward-looking statements reflect the 

current views with respect to future events and are not a guarantee of future 

performance or developments. You are strongly cautioned that reliance on any 

forward-looking statements involves known and unknown risks and uncertainties 

which are not limited to risks provided at www.sustainabletoken.io/risks. Actual 

results and events may differ materially from information contained in the 

forward-looking statements as a result of a number of factors, including any 

changes in the laws, rules and regulations relating to any aspects of the 

Sustainable Platform’s business operations, general economic, market and 

business conditions, including capital market developments, changes or volatility 

in interest rates, foreign exchange rates, equity prices or other rates or prices, 

the actions and developments of competitors and the effects of competition in 

the the demand for, and price of, the Sustainable Tokens and Sustainable 

Platform related products and services, various business opportunities that the 

Sustainable Platform may or may not pursue including its ability to manage and 

adapt its overall risk profile and risk management practices. The Sustainable 

Platform is not required to update or otherwise revise such forward-looking 

statements, whether as a result of new information, future events or otherwise. 

As a result of these and other risks, uncertainties and assumptions, forward-

looking events and circumstances discussed herein might not occur in the way 

the Sustainable Platform expects, or at all. Accordingly, you should not place 

reliance on any forward-looking information or statements. All forward-looking 

statements herein are qualified by reference to the cautionary statements set 

forth in this section. 

The Sustainable Token is intended as a loyalty reward for platform subscription 

or as a utility token. If the Sustainable Token is deemed a security under laws 

and regulations in any market then it may be restricted for transfer and use in 

these locations. Any purchaser or user of Sustainable Tokens should inform 

themselves of appropriate laws in their own state and country, and must rely 

upon their own legal advice prior to using, accepting, purchasing or recognising 

them.  

In addition the information contained in this document is subject to change at 

the sole discretion of Sustainable Platform and does not guarantee a successful 

implementation or build of the planned technology which may be delayed or 

inhibited due, including for other reasons, to unforeseen technology hurdles, 

funding and personnel constraints, regulatory and/or legal factors. The 

Sustainable Token Whitepaper is a working document where the latest and only 

publicly verifiable version is made available via SustainableToken.io. 

Even though information stated in this whitepaper is drawn from reliable sources 

and written in good faith, Sustainable Platform as well as its employees, 

directors, advisors, contractors, associates, partners and affiliates do not provide 

any guarantee and accept no financial, personal or legal liability whatsoever with 

regards to the accuracy, completeness and reliability of the whitepaper or the 
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information contained within. Sustainable Platform disclaims all accountability for 

any loss or damage of any kind coming from any person acting on the 

information contained in this document and on our web sites including 

sustainabletrust.com, sustainabletoken.io and www.sustainableplatform.com, or 

any affiliated entities including social media accounts such as Twitter, Facebook, 

Instagram, Telegram and other communications such as press releases, blogs 

and articles. 

Throughout this document, the links of companies and organisations, as well as 

mentions of their products and services, are for convenience purposes and does 

not constitute in any way as an endorsement or recommendation from 

Sustainable Platform. Each person is entering the linked websites and accessing 

information entirely at their own risk.  

Parts of this document are written in the opinion of the authors which do not 

necessarily represent the opinion of the company. Sustainable Platform is not 

obligated to inform readers or update the document if the opinions mentioned or 

facts change in the future. This also applies to any views from third parties 

mentioned in the document as well as any social media referencing this 

whitepaper.  

This document is not directed to or intended any person who lives in an area 

where the existence of this document is deemed against the law. Any person 

who finds, accesses, or has a copy of this document is required to inform 

themselves with the law and regulation of their area prior to reading or using the 

information in any way whatsoever. Unless specified by Sustainable Platform and 

received directly from a Sustainable Platform director or employee, this 

document is not to be passed on or published in part or as a whole in any way 

whatsoever, including via electronic means and otherwise. 

By accessing this document, the person in possession of this document hereby 

agrees to read and understand all risks involved with buying or using 

Sustainable Tokens, and agrees to stay informed of, accept all disclaimers, 

terms and conditions and updated legal information that may change from time 

to time as provided on sustainableplatform.com and on sustainabletoken.io or 

referenced sites to which other legal information is provided by Sustainable 

Platform. If a reader does not understand all risks and accept all of the terms 

and conditions aforementioned then they should not use our web site, services 

or maintain a copy of this document.  

Please see www.sustainabletoken.io for further details. 

http://www.sustainabletoken.io/

